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Returning students
Plight of the sea turtles

Students coming back home helped build modern China. So why are they now
faring so poorly in the labour market?
Jul 6th 2013 | SHANGHAI | From the print edition

Vocab
1. plight n. a difficult and sad situation ¥ ; @FiE ; &
e.g. The African elephant is in a desperate plight. IENSRIEHE GRS,
2. fare v. ~ well, badly, better, etc. to be successful/ unsuccessful in a particular
situation pI0 ( SARIN. FIFE)
e.g. The party fared very badly in the last election. %% _ER 5k E RRE.,

“I LEFT in 1980 with only three dollars in my pocket,” recalls Li Sanqi. He was one
of the first allowed to study overseas after the dark days of the Cultural Revolution.
Like most in that elite_ group,_he excelled, rising_to a coveted position at the
University of Texas, while launching several technology firms. Now he is a senior
executive at Huawei, a Chinese telecoms giant, enticed back by the chance to help
build a world-class multinational.

Vocab
1. elite n. ¥53%; 78 A% You can refer to the most powerful, rich, or talented people within a
particular group, place, or society as the elite .

e.g. We have a political elite in this country. I 1E =B —BBUAFE R,
2. executive n. =& ;EIEE 28 An executive is someone who is employed by a business at a
senior level. Executives decide what the business should do, and ensure that it is done.

e.g. ...Her husband is a senior bank executive. it~ Kk 2RITHREE,
3. telecom n. HfF, mEBEEF; Bifl
4. entice v. IB{E;1FE; AN E To entice someone to go somewhere or to do something means to
try to persuade them to go to that place or to do that thing.

e.g. Retailers have tried almost everything to entice shoppers through their doors... ZE&E 11/
T2 T A IEAIRS & HANEIE .
5. world-class adj. as good as the best in the world R4 ; tHFER EF—REY

e.g. a world-class athlete tHR—RHNEENR
6. multinational n. a company that operates in several different countries, especially a
large and powerful company (EE/2E]
7. coveted adj. AA@{EAY You use coveted to describe something that very many people would
like to have.

e.g. ...a supply of highly coveted hard currency. KB #ZERI58 5 67 AL

Mr Li seems the perfect example of a sea turtle, or hai gui (in Mandarin, the phrase
“return across the sea” sounds similar to that animal’s name), long applauded in
China for bringing back advanced skills. In the past such folk reliably reaped



handsome premiums in the local job market, but no longer. Sea turtles are not
universally praised, the wage differential is shrinking and some are even unable to
find jobs. Wags say they should now be called hai dai, or seaweed. This is a
startling_turn, given their past contributions.

Vocab
1. folk n. people in general Afi]

e.g. I'd like a job working with old folk or kids.F=EWR5& As/NaFT5ETE.
2.reap v. 3K18; WEK; 153; EYZ If you reap the benefits or the rewards of something, you
enjoy the good things that happen as a result of it.

e.g. You'll soon begin to reap the benefits of being fitter... /R R RIM S SE| BAE fEET KT
b,
3. differential n. Z3]; (ff8) LTHHKZE A differential is a difference between things, especially
rates of pay.

e.g. During the Second World War, industrial wage differentials in Britain widened.55 — /X tH 57K
axEAE), REINFG LIRRKEH#—THRIKT,
4.wag n. ZIREOA; HERAYA A wag is someone who makes jokes.

e.g. He's a bit of a wag, his dad.. ffEEiX ™ AT 1EHE H X,
5. seaweed n. JBE ;5% Seaweed is a plant that grows in the sea. There are many kinds of
seaweed.

e.g. ...seaweed washed up on a beach.# 1 ZIi&E# FHEE
6. startling n. extremely unusual and surprising fR AR ; LEAEIRAY

e.g. a startling discovery 1R ARYEIL
Sentence
This is a startling_turn,_given their past contributions.
XE—MRANER
XE given f#fl prep. ER 7 : when you consider sth Z[EZ| ; £F
e.g. Given his age, (= considering how old he is) he's remarkably active. ZEZItRYSER ,
ftEREZERAT .
FAIXNERERN: ZREMIITEZNTR, X2—MRANEE

Wang_Huiyao of the China Western Returned Scholars Association, which
celebrates its centenary this year, observes that sea turtles have returned in five
waves. The first, in the 19th century, produced China’s first railway-builder and its
first university president. The second and third, before 1949, produced many
leaders of the Nationalist and Communist parties. The fourth wave, which went to
the Soviet bloc in the 1950s, produced such leaders as Jiang Zemin and Li Peng.

Vocab
1. association n. F{f; #%; ttH An association is an official group of people who have the
same job, aim, or interest.

e.g. Research associations are often linked to a particular industry. AR HEE 5 EMNMFERIT
Nz
2. centenary n. —EHEE 4R The centenary of an event such as someone's birth is the 100th
anniversary of that event.

e.g. ...the centenary of the death of the Dutch painter, Vincent Van Gogh. s/ = & 3% - & i#fi th—
BEAFLE
3.bloc n. EZXREHR; fEE; HEK A bloc is a group of countries which have similar political



aims and interests and that act together over some issues.
e.g. ...the world's largest trading bloc.tt 57 S AHIER 5 HE{K
Sentence
Wang Huiyao of the China Western Returned Scholars Association, which celebrates its
centenary this year, observes that sea turtles have returned in five waves.
F+: Wang Huiyao observes that...
which celebrates its centenary this year X ERIFFRE 4 E BN T BX FENMERE, XENBENE
fRHT T £+, PIRERIERIERERE

five waves iIXE wave 2RFENER, A

The present wave began in 1978, and is by far the biggest. Since then, about 2.6m
Chinese have gone abroad to study. The exodus has grown of late to about 400,000
per year. The majority stay overseas, but the 1.1m who have come back have made
a difference. Mr Wang argues that whereas the first three waves revolutionised
China and the fourth modernised it, the fifth wave is globalising the country.

Vocab
1. by far EIBRINLE; &, FE (SHERESZSRER)
2. exodus n. a situation in which many people leave a place at the same time ( K#t ARG
B ) BF , oM, X

e.g. the mass exodus from Paris to the country in the summerE B A#LAMNEZRIMNEZ
2]
3. whereas #id (RTXEE)ERZ, #AT You use whereas to introduce a comment which
contrasts with what is said in the main clause.

e.g. Pensions are linked to inflation, whereas they should be linked to the cost of living...x&%&
5@EERARER, AMeEEROZMEEERREN,
4. revolutionize n. to completely change the way that sth is done RN ;| T&TE

e.g. Aerial photography has revolutionized the study of archaeology. fiZSEE B &R 4%E
HFARER T IR,
5. modernize v. {FI{X 1t To modernize something such as a system or a factory means to
change it by replacing old equipment or methods with new ones.

e.g. There is a pressing need to modernise our electoral system.F {1891 44 E B EZ I
o
6. globalize v. (economics?? ) if sth, for example a business company, globalizes or is
globalized, it operates all around the world ( {#) €8kt , £2tHF K

e.g. Companies will come together because of the sheer costs involved in globalising their
businesses. BT SEIRUHRAKRS, AEFHITEFH.

Sea turtles are helping_to link China’s economy to the world. They founded leading
technology firms such as Baidu. Many are senior managers in the local divisions of
multinational firms. They are helping to connect China to commercial,_political and
popular culture abroad.

Vocab
1. division n. (A#L¥9E9)ERI7] In a large organization, a division is a group of departments whose
work is done in the same place or is connected with similar tasks.
e.g. ...the bank's Latin American division.iZfR1T89: T =MD
2. commercial adj. connected with the buying and selling of goods and services B8R39 ;




[ER14:]
e.g. the commercial heart of the city IHRYE M ()
Sentence
Sea turtles are helping to link China’s economy to the world.
They are helping_to connect China to commercial,_political and popular culture abroad.

1 are helping to SRFRAFB R IFTIEEMAITTHR!

Why then is their importance declining? Several studies show that sea turtles on
average must now wait longer to find a less senior post at a smaller salary premium
over local hires. The weakening job market for all graduates is one reason. Another
is that, as China’s domestic market has taken off, industries such as e-commerce
have evolved in ways unfamiliar to those who spent years abroad. Gary Rieschel of
Qiming Ventures, a venture-capital firm, says that investors who a decade ago
would have funded only those returning from Silicon Valley are now backing
entrepreneurs from local universities, who are more familiar with local consumption
patterns, computer-gaming habits and social media such as Weibo and Weixin.

Vocab

1. take off PHRASAL VERB #@iE5hid (P, &al. BWH)E €, PRI If something such

as a product, an activity, or someone's career takes off, it suddenly becomes very successful.
e.g. They need to expand the number of farmers who are involved if the scheme's going to

really take off.. . XA REMEIEMI, MMIIMEZEIEMNSSHNRIGENAL,
2. venture-capital n. XEZE 4354 Venture capital is capital that is invested in projects that
have a high risk of failure, but that will bring large profits if they are successful.

e.g. Successful venture capital investment is a lot harder than it sometimes looks. 5 I X @35
RENZELLERAEREREARSZ.
3. entrepreneur n. {£MIZR An entrepreneur is a person who sets up businesses and business
deals.
Sentence
Several studies show that sea turtles on average must now wait longer to find a less senior post
at a smaller salary premium over local hires.
XEEEEERAK: that EHASEE—OIERE TRZ(ES, wait longer to find a less
senior post ERAEHR —TFIBABIHAVER(L, X2 senior post IESRERI, atasmaller
salary premium over local hires. X B iR /KALERIBE RS

As China has boomed, its managers have started to shed their inferiority complex.
A senior executive at Tencent, a Chinese social-media giant, says he still poaches
sea turtles from foreign firms, but finds they have difficulty managing local
engineers. A European investment banker says turtles often cling to quaint Western
notions like transparency, meritocracy and ethics, which puts them at a
disadvantage in China’s hyper-Darwinian economy, where locals are more willing to
do whatever the boss or client wants.

Vocab
1.boom v. (BFHEE) =5, Zx If the economy or a business is booming, the amount of
things being bought or sold is increasing.
e.g. Sales are booming.. f4EZ7E RIFIL <,
2. shed v. 12%; 5% #F To shed something means to get rid of it.




e.g. The firm is to shed 700 jobs.../AS]IEHE 52 700 A,
3. inferiority n. the state of not being as good as sb/ sth else % ; £% ; £

e.g. social inferiority T &MAHET
4. inferiority complex n. B 21545;8 88 Someone who has an inferiority complex feels that
they are of less worth or importance than other people.
5. poach v. ~ (sb/sth) (from sb/ sth) to take and use sb/ sth that belongs to sb/ sth
else, especially in a secret, dishonest or unfair way & ; £ (AR )

e.g. | hope I'm not poaching on your territory (= doing sth that is actually your
responsibility ) {B/EEIZBRICIRAVERIL,
6. cling to 'cling to sth | cling 'on to sth to be unwilling to get rid of sth, or
stop doing sth REMG ; B

e.g. She managed to cling on to life for another couple of years. &t N iE T JLEE,
7. transparency n. the quality of sth, such as a situation or an argument, that makes it
easy to understand Z1I& ; 5% ; EHE

e.g. a need for greater transparency in legal documents XHEEN{4H TR EBHIIER
8. meritocracy n. a country or social system where people get power or money on the
basis of their ability fEZNSAH ; A EIRFIE
9. ethics n. moral principles that control or influence a person's behaviour BEHEN ; {18
TE

e.g. professional/ business/ medical ethics BRIEEE ; EE
10. hyper-Darwinian n. #BiA/RXFE X

Even foreign firms in China are getting pickier about whom they hire. Yannig
Gourmelon of Roland Berger,_ a German management consultancy, believes the
broader profit squeeze at multinational firms that Killed off gilded expatriate
packages has also sharply reduced the salary premium offered to sea turtles.

Vocab
1. pickier adj. ¥k5IRY; IREKIER (pickyRIZZH?)
2. consultancy n. a company that gives expert advice on a particular subject to other
companies or organizations Zig/\FE]

e.g. a management/ design/ computer, etc. consultancy &8, &it. iTEHNZESEA
=1
3. gilded adj. (literary) rich and belonging to the upper classes E58Y ; FEM&R

e.g. the gilded youth (= rich, upper-class young people) of the Edwardian eraZf{&4
HRESINERA
4. expatriate n. BREEIINE FFE An expatriate is someone who is living in a country which is not
their own.

e.g. ...British expatriates in Spain. ZE YT FHIZE E 7 R
Sentence
Yannig Gourmelon of Roland Berger, a German management consultancy, believes the broader
profit squeeze at multinational firms that killed off gilded expatriate packages has also sharply
reduced the salary premium offered to sea turtles.
E+: Yannig_Gourmelon of Roland Berger believes (that) ...
a German management consultancy f#¥% Roland Berger
believe [FRIMBETF: the broader profit squeeze
that killed off gildedexpatriate packages X ™ MBIFIEIERE packages BIEIEEMR D, 1BiEE
has also sharply reduced




C grade turtles

There is another explanation: many of the latest wave are of lower quality. In the
past, only the very best were allowed to go out and so competition for government
scholarships was fierce. But as incomes have risen, many families of mediocre
Chinese students have spent a fortune on degrees from universities of dubious
quality that do little to enhance their job prospects. Worse yet, partly because of the
downturn in Western economies, many have come back without work experience.

Vocab
1. explanation n. f£%%;1%88 If you give an explanation of something that has happened, you give
people reasons for it, especially in an attempt to justify it.

e.g. She told the court she would give a full explanation of the prosecution's decision on
Monday... i & IREEMSEER —NRSHIOREFLEERER.
2. scholarship n. an amount of money given to sb by an organization to help pay for their
education %%

e.g. She won a scholarship to study at Stanford MRETRSSE , BLUAEEEEASTK

2

e.g. He went to drama school on a scholarship.{ti5EREE F7HEISFRL.
3. mediocre adj. not very good; of only average standard J£ER ; E@EHY ; FEWN

e.g. | thought the play was only mediocre. FIAAXERERBIR E2FEZ1E.
4. fortune n. a large amount of money XEREk ; BRX

e.g. He made a fortune in real estate.ftifEFEMF= & T,
5. dubious adj. (GRE. BFEZFE) A, 7~EFH If you say that someone has
the dubious honour or the dubious pleasure of doing something, you are indicating that what
they are doing is not an honour or pleasure at all, but is, in fact, unpleasant or bad.

e.g. Nagy has the dubious honour of being the first athlete to be banned in this way...ZA &= {E A
FE—TUXM A REFNGHE M EE.
6. downturn n. (BF5M))RIB, T If there is a downturn in the economy or in a company
or industry, it becomes worse or less successful than it had been.

e.g. ...unchanged profits for 1990 due to a sharp downturn in the industry. {7\ B2 B =E S
7 1990 FFHEIFAE

Even as hordes of less employable expatriates return, the brightest remain abroad.
A study funded by America’s National Science Foundation found that 92% of
Chinese with American PhDs still lived in that country five years after graduation.
For Indians, the figure was 81%, for South Koreans 41% and for Mexicans 32%.

Vocab
1. horde n. a large crowd of people —kKEfA
e.g. Football fans turned up in hordes. .37 A AHAIBEREK,
2. graduation n. E\ll Graduation is the successful completion of a course of study at a
university, college, or school, for which you receive a degree or diploma.
e.g. Upon graduation he joined a small law firm.fth —EE\l 53 7 —SR/NFURIFE SR,
Sentence
For Indians, the figure was 81%, for South Koreans 41% and for Mexicans 32%.
FF: _the figure was 81%

EXFER=1HINEF, EREEMTEZESK TEIE: for South Koreans 41% and for




Mexicans 32%

To lure such superstars back, the Chinese government is pouring pots of money
into a scheme called 1,000 Talents, which offers generous subsidies and other
perks. The powerful Organisation Department of the Communist Party is urging
regional leaders and university heads to meet quotas for securing talent. In a
forthcoming_paper, Mr Wang_and David Zweig of Hong Kong_University of Science
and Technology argue that China has been “perhaps the most assertive
government in the world” in such efforts.

Vocab
1. lure v. 5|i%; iEE%; MK To lure someone means to trick them into a particular place or to trick
them into doing something that they should not do.
e.g. He lured her to his home and shot her with his father's gun.. fiEMIERIZRE, Bt FER
MR T i,
2. pot QUANT #(Z13d —K%E; 1R%; K= If you have pots of money, you have a lot of it.
e.g. He must have pots of money.fl—EBRZ .
3. talent n. people or a person with a natural ability to do sth well BA8EHIA ; AF ; XA
e.g. There is a wealth of young talent in British theatre. I REMBIRFS—CAAZEL.
4. generous adj. ~ (with sth) giving or willing to give freely; given freely {&{AY ; XHHY ;
RIS FRY
e.g. a generous gift/ offer EEILLY ; RIFEAGEIY
5. perk n. something you receive as well as your wages for doing a particular job ( T&<Z
M) #MRE SRR, BROMETB
e.g. Perks offered by the firm include a car and free health insurance. ANEI4SFHIEIMF
BEE—ImSEMNREERRK,
6. regional adj. of or relating to a region #XAY ; KA ; H5H
e.g. regional variations in pronunciation KEHHXER
7. secure v. ~sth (to sth) to attach or fasten sth firmly 2% ; 1K ; X™
e.g. She secured the rope firmly to the back of the car. #3EEFEEIFEIISEESH.
8. assertive adj. expressing opinions or desires strongly and with confidence, so that
people take notice 'RTEEFEMY ; RiRFEKAY
e.g. You should try and be more assertive. {REIZ3Z 7 RES
Sentence
In a forthcoming_paper, Mr Wang and David Zweig_of Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology argue that China has been “perhaps the most assertive government in the world” in
such efforts.
FARK, EETF, WA MERRELHNE
F+: Mr Wang_and David Zweig argue that...
MA]: China has been...

\
11

[

Will it work? It seems doubtful. Despite the policies, returning entrepreneurs hit
many problems. Labour and land costs are rising, the theft of intellectual property is
still rampant and corruption is widespread. Few top-tier scientists have returned. Mr
Wang_and Mr Zweig’s paper explains why: “If China wants to bring back the best,_it
needs a fundamental reform of its academic and scientific institutions” to break the
power of politicised administrators over hiring and funding.




Vocab
1. theft n. 18153 ;%8 %5 (38) Theft is the crime of stealing.

e.g. Art theft is now part of organised crime.’&%5 Z R @< A —Fh A AL R TETER .
2. intellectual property n. an idea, a design, etc. that sb has created and that the law
prevents other people from copying KlIRNA7=

e.g. intellectual property rights &R
3. rampant adj. =unchecked (of sth bad 3£Z5 ) existing or spreading everywhere in a way
that cannot be controlled ;Zi%HY ; JEIRAY

e.g. Unemployment is now rampant in most of Europe. ZERUGMAIAZBOHBX |, Sl
[ ERMELAE
4. top-tier TNB; BE
Sentence
Mr Wang_and Mr Zweig’s paper explains why: “If China wants to bring_back the best, it needs a
fundamental reform of its academic and scientific institutions” to break the power of politicised
administrators over hiring_and funding.
FFRIAE: Mr Wang and Mr Zweig’s paper explains why
to break the power of politicised administrators over hiring_and funding. XBX/R, .. BEEFTHEMT
AT AENBUARIIN S, XBAH AT AERSIHHE: administrators over hiring and funding Bfl,
BIEETEREMNZZN0M

The hard truth is that Chinese abroad often have ambivalent attitudes towards their
homeland. The wife and children of Huawei’s Mr Li, the seemingly archetypal sea
turtle, still live in America. Rather than just shovelling_out subsidies, Chinese officials
might do better to strengthen the rule of law, root out corruption and clean up
China’s air, water and food. Sea turtles would be sure to notice.

Vocab
1. ambivalent adj. having or showing both good and bad feelings about sb/ sth (iZ%&
¥, FRS¥E) FEREN

e.g. She seems to feel ambivalent about her new job. M FIFAIET TIEIN =S E,
2. seemingly adv. in a way that appears to be true but may in fact not be FfLl ; A ; FE
i

e.g. a seemingly endless journey{lFXKiEERTHIER
3. archetypal adj. having all the important qualities that make sb/ sth a typical example
of a particular kind of person or thing B2Ef

e.g. The Beatles were the archetypal pop group. 3L+ R\ 2 BB TS RRBA.
4. shovel v. IRIE... KE3%A\ If you shovel something somewhere, you push a lot of it quickly
into that place.

e.g. Randall was shoveling food into his mouth. Z &G B A A ZEHIEE
5. root out PHRASAL VERB #2iEzhid 1R ;11481 [EfER If you root out a problem or an
unpleasant situation, you find out who or what is the cause of it and put an end to it.

e.g. There would be a major drive to root out corruption.. J$ =8 —171EFE WA AIIZIZE
Sentence
Rather than just shovelling_out subsidies, Chinese officials might do better to strengthen the rule
of law, root out corruption and clean up China’s air, water and food. Sea turtles would be sure to
notice.
ReE—aEERE, ATRZEERNIE: shovel KEMFME, strengthen &, root out fE
M, clean up ZES/KFEHY), — clean up AT =+ 47




From the print edition: China

Returning students
Plight of the sea turtles

T B B

Students coming back home helped build modern China. So why are they now faring so
poorly in the labour market?

VAT B 22 8 D v B BARA A H ik, g 4 A el 2

“I LEFT in 1980 with only three dollars in my pocket,” recalls Li Sangi. He was one of the
first allowed to study overseas after the dark days of the Cultural Revolution. Like most in
that elite group, he excelled, rising to a coveted position at the University of Texas, while
launching several technology firms. Now he is a senior executive at Huawei, a Chinese
telecoms giant, enticed back by the chance to help build a world-class multinational.

198045 Rty F I . 9B U326 6", 4 R IANIZE . M SR St Hh [ A Bk
o RO R (o kBN R, 2SRRI . (M PRI T 4 A
TRHEAEHIIRE, T TIUREAR LS Ao BUE . Al [ e [ v LA AR R4 3
AP EE T . AEATHLL S — /> b RS A

Mr Li seems the perfect example of a sea turtle, or hai gui (in Mandarin, the phrase “return
across the sea” sounds similar to that animal's name) , long applauded in China for
bringing back advanced skills. In the past such folk reliably reaped handsome premiums in
the local job market, but no longer. Sea turtles are not universally praised, the wage
differential is shrinking and some are even unable to find jobs. Wags say they should now
be called hai dai, or seaweed.This is a startling turn, given their past contributions.
2RV E A (TSl iE i " 5 R ) MR, A4 I 5E
BHER, —HLPORMRZE AR, fEdE, XEAERIL TS Tk, BFRA . Be
REZE NGB, 5 R M LIRS, — e N ERAH T HAITH
BRI T (R o« FRBEMBATE LTI, XS M AN

Wang Huiyao of the China Western Returned Scholars Association, which celebrates its
centenary this year, observes that sea turtles have returned in five waves. The first, in the
19th century, produced China's first railway-builder and its first university president. The
second and third, before 1949, produced many leaders of the Nationalist and Communist
parties. The fourth wave, which went to the Soviet bloc in the 1950s, produced such
leaders as Jiang Zemin and Li Peng.

HE R R 2 B AR OB R — T AR, RIS KRB, T EA WS IR E R . 5
—PAE L, M ATEE TP E S Ak T TR E R S TR =0k
TE19494F /Tl [/, 2 N T B RGE L= 5a T s S0 i 7 — -t 20 504E K T 900k
Mg, W TILER. ZESTF A

The present wave began in 1978, and is by far the biggest. Since then, about 2.6m

Chinese have gone abroad to study. The exodus has grown of late to about 400,000 per
year. The majority stay overseas, but the 1.1m who have come back have made a



difference. Mr Wang argues that whereas the first three waves revolutionised China and
the fourth modernised it, the fifth wave is globalising the country. [ fij ix — % 84 2wl 4G
FA9784E, i HAIC A M IE MU RI—3 . 19784EFE 4, B4 kL2607 [H ¥ 2448 H
7o VAR, SRR E R S N EIREI 44T N B AR R RSBk E R AEE S
EAN0N AR E, MATERNKREED. EREN . B =082 HE AR S8R T
iy, SEPY S T E B, T AR i 1 AR S B [ B L PR A o

Sea turtles are helping to link China's economy to the world. They founded leading
technology firms such as Baidu. Many are senior managers in the local divisions of
multinational firms. They are helping to connect China to commercial, political and popular
culture abroad.

HE A EAE p E ST SRR ATE L 7 — RINGUEEAR AR, BIIEE. G2 A
TERS E A R P EA VRS . M0 HE P E SR BUA. AT SUERE k.,

Why then is their importance declining? Several studies show that sea turtles on average
must now wait longer to find a less senior post at a smaller salary premium over local
hires. The weakening job market for all graduates is one reason. Another is that, as
China's domestic market has taken off, industries such as e-commerce have evolved in
ways unfamiliar to those who spent years abroad. Gary Rieschel of Qiming Ventures, a
venture-capital firm, says that investors who a decade ago would have funded only those
returning from Silicon Valley are now backing entrepreneurs from local universities, who
are more familiar with local consumption patterns, computer-gaming habits and social
media such as Weibo and Weixin.

B2 AT B A& TR 2 PPt R, BRIk, AR TS LIRE e 3 %
10 LTI o Vi e 7N TN = RS NS B B = R 2 M 4 o ) A R =70 SR NS =
RARE BN R, BEE T EE NSRS K, BRI SEi A REA
W T G . A W R IR 5 2 B - B ) (Gary Rieschel) 3R, H4ERTHH#H H
SUNTEAT DR B B 22 A ER B & AN AR TR SR SR A LR Rl A RO A Rl A=
BT RS BRI B LL R S TR AR AL AT A

As China has boomed, its managers have started to shed their inferiority complex. A senior
executive at Tencent, a Chinese social-media giant, says he still poaches sea turtles from
foreign firms, but finds they have difficulty managing local engineers. A European
investment banker says turtles often cling to quaint Western notions like transparency,
meritocracy and ethics, which puts them at a disadvantage in China's hyper-Darwinian
economy, where locals are more willing to do whatever the boss or client wants.

WA E T LR, hEMVAA TS EMAEA R R E LSRR — LR
N, A B M BLRAZ IR, B A DX S i AR A A b TR . — R BRINRAT R
UL, AT OTEE, RANER . RSO, EE, XA P E XA
T SERFEEM P BT AL T AFIMAL, 2T, At 5 R e AR s P e %
HIFE -

Even foreign firms in China are getting pickier about whom they hire. Yannig Gourmelon of
Roland Berger, a German management consultancy, believes the broader profit squeeze
at multinational firms that killed off gilded expatriate packages has also sharply reduced
the salary premium offered to sea turtles.



AMETEFARE TP AR E NPk S o i 5 PR A ) 28 /) DIAS 598 28 F] ¥ YannigGourmelonil 2,
5 [ 2N B R 2 45 TR W 4G . BUB B R EANEA LW, KRB T ¥ fa i B hn
Ko

There is another explanation: many of the latest wave are of lower quality. In the past, only
the very best were allowed to go out and so competition for government scholarships was
fierce. But as incomes have risen, many families of mediocre Chinese students have spent
a fortune on degrees from universities of dubious quality that do little to enhance their job
prospects. Worse yet, partly because of the downturn in Western economies, many have
come back without work experience.
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Even as hordes of less employable expatriates return, the brightest remain abroad. A study
funded by America's National Science Foundation found that 92% of Chinese with
American PhDs still lived in that country five years after graduation. For Indians, the figure
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To lure such superstars back, the Chinese government is pouring pots of money into a
scheme called 1,000 Talents, which offers generous subsidies and other perks. The
powerful Organisation Department of the Communist Party is urging regional leaders and
university heads to meet quotas for securing talent.In a forthcoming paper, Mr Wang and
David Zweig of Hong Kong University of Science and Technology argue that China has
been “perhaps the most assertive government in the world” in such efforts. /; | II)7 7| ix 46
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Will it work? It seems doubtful. Despite the policies, returning entrepreneurs hit many
problems. Labour and land costs are rising, the theft of intellectual property is still rampant
and corruption is widespread. Few top-tier scientists have returned. Mr Wang and Mr
Zweig's paper explains why: “If China wants to bring back the best, it needs a fundamental
reform of its academic and scientific institutions” to break the power of politicised
administrators over hiring and funding."
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http://talent.in/

The hard truth is that Chinese abroad often have ambivalent attitudes towards their
homeland. The wife and children of Huawei's Mr Li, the seemingly archetypal sea turtle,
still live in America. Rather than just shovelling out subsidies, Chinese officials might do
better to strengthen the rule of law, root out corruption and clean up China's air, water and
food. Sea turtles would be sure to notice.

VA E A B R G R, X RIS A R AR SRR HA A, Tl SR A
MZTFIAETETERE . o EBUF AR ATEFEANE BTk, B N RIS R
PRIBIC. LR (RIEE MR A, A RETERE R



